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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Construction 

Claim 3 states, setting the execution monitoring start date and time and the 
execution monitoring end date and time item by adding a predetermined period of time 
before (t1 ) and after (t4) a time zone between the execution start schedule date and 
time of the job (t2) and a point of time obtained by adding a execution result time of the 
job (t3) to the execution start schedule date and time (end of t1 , start of t2). It was 
construed that the time period t4 overlaps t3, which overlaps t2, and that the total time 
periods accounted for in the execution monitoring start and end date and time are t1 
and t4. The time frame of t1 and t4 is the period of time before a time zone between the 
execution start schedule date and the time of the job to after the point of time obtained 
by adding a execution result time of the job to the execution start schedule date and 
time. In other words, claim 3 was construed to set the execution monitoring start and 
end date and time to be a period of time before the execution start schedule date to a 
duration of time after for which the job takes to execute. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claimed "program product" is non- 
statutory subject matter because it is not a "process, machine, manufacture, or 
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composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof. A "program 
product" is software per se and cannot be construed to be any of the patentable subject 
matters. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tadokoro et al (US 6,463,352). 

With respect to claim 1 , Tadokoro teaches a job status monitoring method of 
monitoring statuses of jobs executed on a computer, comprising the steps of: acquiring 
schedule information (See table in figure 16D) indicating a schedule of execution of a 
job and setting an item of execution monitoring start date and time (See last radio 
button indicating a "From" date and time in figure 16B) indicating a date and time to start 
monitoring the job and an item of execution monitoring end date and time (See last 
radio button indicating a "To" date and time in figure 16B) indicating a date and time to 
finish monitoring the job; selecting, when a browsing time zone represented by an item 
of browsing start date and time indicating a day and a point of time to start browsing a 
monitored status and an item of browsing end date and time indicating a date and time 
to finish browsing a monitored status overlaps with a monitoring time zone represented 
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by the execution monitoring start date and time and the execution monitoring end date 
and time (See bottom right corner of table in figure 16D, where it states that query starts 
from 3/26/1998 8:00 to 10/27/1998 8:00 and the listed earliest job start time is 9/16/98 
1 1 :53 and latest job end time is 9/1 7/98 3:17, therefore the browsing time overlaps the 
monitoring times), a job to which the execution monitoring start date and time and the 
execution monitoring end date and time are specified (See figure 16D) and setting the 
job as a monitoring item to be monitored (the table in figure 16D in the reference are 
jobs displayed and when a user views this information, the user is inherently monitoring 
the jobs); and creating monitor screen data (See figure 16D) to display a monitored 
status of the job selected as the browsing item. 

With respect to claim 2, Tadokoro teaches a job status monitoring method 
according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of setting the execution monitoring 
start date and time item (See last radio button indicating a "From" date and time in 
figure 16B) and the execution monitoring end date and time item (See last radio button 
indicating a "To" date and time in figure 16B) using the execution start schedule date 
and time item of a job and a execution result time obtained from a result of execution of 
the job (the use of the execution start schedule date and time item of a job and a 
execution result time obtained from a result of execution of the job is inherently used 
setting the execution monitoring start and end time date and time by selecting a desired 
monitored time frame to display a list of relevant jobs, with respect to date and time, on 
the table as shown in figure 16D). 
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With respect to claim 3, Tadokoro teaches a job status monitoring method 
according to claim 2, further comprising the step of setting the execution monitoring 
start date and time item (See last radio button indicating a "From" date and time in 
figure 16B) and the execution monitoring end date and time item (See last radio button 
indicating a "To" date and time in figure 16B) by adding a predetermined period of time 
before and after a time zone between the execution start schedule date and time of the 
job and a point of time obtained by adding a execution result time of the job to the 
execution start schedule date and time (as shown in figure 16D, the monitoring date 
starts from 3/26/1998 8:00 to 10/27/1998 8:00 and the listed earliest job start time is 
9/16/98 11:53 and latest job end time is 9/17/98 3:17, showing a predetermined period 
of time before and after the execution start schedule date to a duration of time after for 
which the job takes to execute). 

With respect to claims 9 and 10, Tadokoro teaches a job status monitoring 
system and the program product for making a computer serve as a job status 
monitoring system for monitoring statuses of jobs executed on a computer, respectively, 
comprising: a monitoring item acquiring unit (Machine Monitoring Object 7, see figure 1) 
which acquires schedule information (See table in figure 16D) indicating a schedule of 
execution of a job and setting an item of execution monitoring start date and time 
indicating a date and time (See last radio button indicating a "From" date and time in 
figure 16B) to start monitoring the job and an item of execution monitoring end date and 
time (See last radio button indicating a "To" date and time in figure 16B) indicating a 
date and to finish monitoring the job (Column 8, lines 39-47); a browse screen display 
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time adjusting unit (See figure 16B, this screen which allows for time adjusting, is 
inherently viewed on a computer which is a browse screen display) which selects, when 
a browsing time zone represented by an item of browsing start date and time indicating 
a date and time to start browsing a monitored status and an item of browsing end date 
and time indicating a date and time to finish browsing a monitored status overlaps with a 
monitoring time zone represented by the execution monitoring start date and time and 
the execution monitoring end date and time (See bottom right corner of table in figure 
16D, where it states that query starts from 3/26/1998 8:00 to 10/27/1998 8:00 and the 
listed earliest job start time is 9/16/98 1 1:53 and latest job end time is 9/17/98 3:17, 
therefore the browsing time overlaps the monitoring times), a job to which the execution 
monitoring start date and time and the execution monitoring end date and time are 
specified (See figure 16D) and setting the job as a monitoring item to be monitored (the 
table in figure 16D in the reference are jobs and once displayed, a user who views this 
information is inherently monitoring the jobs); and a integrated monitor screen data 
generating unit (Machine Monitor Object 7, see figure 1) which generates monitor 
screen data (See figure 1 6D) to display a monitored status of the job selected as the 
browsing item. 

Claims 1-3, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tognazzini (US 5,790,974). 

With respect to claim 1, Tognazzini teaches a job status monitoring method of 
monitoring statuses of jobs executed on a computer, comprising the steps of: acquiring 
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schedule information (See figure 5) indicating a schedule of execution of a job and 
setting an item of execution monitoring start date and time (Items 302 and 304, see 
figure 5) indicating a date and time to start monitoring the job and an item of execution 
monitoring end date and time (See bottom of figure 5, where the cut-off after 2PM is the 
end time and the end date would be equal to the date as the same date as item 302) 
indicating a date and time to finish monitoring the job; selecting, when a browsing time 
zone represented by an item of browsing start date and time indicating a day and a 
point of time to start browsing a monitored status and an item of browsing end date and 
time indicating a date and time to finish browsing a monitored status overlaps with a 
monitoring time zone represented by the execution monitoring start date and time and 
the execution monitoring end date and time (In figure 5, the browsing time from 7/7/96 
7AM to 2PM overlaps with the monitored execution date and times of each job), a job to 
which the execution monitoring start date and time and the execution monitoring end 
date and time are specified (See figure 5) and setting the job as a monitoring item to be 
monitored (Figure 5 in the reference display jobs and when a user views this 
information, the user is inherently monitoring the jobs); and creating monitor screen data 
(See figure 5) to display a monitored status of the job selected as the browsing item. 

With respect to claim 2, Tognazzini teaches a job status monitoring method 
according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of setting the execution monitoring 
start date and time item (Items 302 and 304, see figure 5) and the execution monitoring 
end date and time item (See bottom of figure 5, where the cut-off after 2PM is the end 
time and the end date would be equal to the date as the same date as item 302) using 
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the execution start schedule date and time item of a job and a execution result time 
obtained from a result of execution of the job (the use of the execution start schedule 
date and time item of a job and a execution result time obtained from a result of 
execution of the job is inherently used after setting the execution monitoring start and 
end time date and time by selecting and displaying a relevant job's date and time on the 
schedule as shown in figure 5). 

With respect to claim 3, Tognazzini teaches a job status monitoring method 
according to claim 2, further comprising the step of setting the execution monitoring 
start date and time item (Items 302 and 304, see figure 5) and the execution monitoring 
end date and time item (See bottom of figure 5, where the cut-off after 2PM is the end 
time and the end date would be equal to the date as the same date as item 302) by 
adding a predetermined period of time before and after a time zone between the 
execution start schedule date and time of the job and a point of time obtained by adding 
a execution result time of the job to the execution start schedule date and time (as 
shown in figure 5, the monitoring date starts from 7/7/96 7AM to 7/7/96 sometime after 
2PM and the listed earliest job start time is 7/7/96 8AM and latest job end time is 7/7/96 
2PM, showing a predetermined period of time before and after the execution start 
schedule date to a duration of time after for which the job takes to execute). 

With respect to claims 9 and 10, Tognazzini teaches a job status monitoring 
system and the program product for making a computer serve as a job status 
monitoring system for monitoring statuses of jobs executed on a computer, respectively, 
comprising: a monitoring item acquiring unit (Software Agent 16, see figure 1 and 
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Column 4, lines 60-63) which acquires schedule information (Column 4, lines 60-63) 
indicating a schedule of execution of a job and setting an item of execution monitoring 
start date and time indicating a date and time (Items 302 and 304, see figure 5) to start 
monitoring the job and an item of execution monitoring end date and time (See bottom 
of figure 5, where the cut-off after 2PM is the end time and the end date would be equal 
to the date as the same date as item 302) indicating a date and to finish monitoring the 
job (See figure 5); a browse screen display time adjusting unit (GUI 18 and Display 20, 
see figure 1 ) which selects, when a browsing time zone represented by an item of 
browsing start date and time indicating a date and time to start browsing a monitored 
status and an item of browsing end date and time indicating a date and time. to finish 
browsing a monitored status overlaps with a monitoring time zone represented by the 
execution monitoring start date and time and the execution monitoring end date and 
time (In figure 5, the browsing time from 7/7/96 7AM to 2PM overlaps with the monitored 
execution date and times of each job), a job to which the execution monitoring start date 
and time and the execution monitoring end date and time are specified (See figure 5) 
and setting the job as a monitoring item to be monitored (Figure 5 in the reference 
display jobs and when a user views this information, the user is inherently monitoring 
the jobs); and a integrated monitor screen data generating unit (Software Agent 16, see 
figure 1 and Column 4, lines 60-63) which generates monitor screen data (See figure 5) 
to display a monitored status of the job selected as the browsing item. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tadokoro et al (US 6,463,352) in view of Oulu et al (US 6,792,460). 

With respect to claim 4, all of the limitations of claims 1-3 have been addressed 
above. Tadokoro does not teach a job status monitoring method according to claim 3, 
further comprising the step of setting the predetermined period of time using an rate of 
operation of a computer executing the job and a number of abnormal terminations of the 
job. The Oulu reference teaches a application monitoring system for evaluating the 
performance of web-based or other software applications executed by an application 
server and the parameters of evaluating performance includes transaction response 
time and transaction pass/fail status (Column 4, lines 55-67). It would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains to have modified the cutting machine monitoring 
system of Tadokoro to include monitoring analysis of job performance and failures so a 
user can set the predetermined period of time to compensate for slow job responses. 
The motivation comes from the desirability of being able to determine if there are certain 
jobs with long response times so that the monitor time window can be set to a 
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predetermined time to monitor more jobs to compensate for those that take a long time 
(Oulu Column 9, lines 44-54). 

With respect to claim 5, all of the limitations of claims 1-4 have been addressed 
above. Tadokoro does not teach a job status monitoring method according to claim 4, 
further comprising the step of obtaining a mean value of values of execution result time 
obtained as results of execution of the job. The Oulu reference teaches a application 
monitoring system that generates reports for monitored transactions containing 
averages of various types of transaction execution values (Column 9, lines 8-33). It 
would have been obvious at the time of the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains to have modified the cutting 
machine monitoring system of Tadokoro to include monitoring analysis of job 
performance as discussed above to further include reports of average values of 
execution result times. The motivation comes from being able to determine an 
approximate time for jobs to complete and also to determine if there are certain jobs 
with long average response times so that the monitor time window can be set to a 
predetermined time to monitor more jobs to compensate for those that take a long time 
(Oulu Column 9, lines 44-54). 

With respect to claim 6, all of the limitations of claims 1-4 have been addressed 
above. Tadokoro does not teach a job status monitoring method according to claim 4, 
further comprising the step of calculating, using a relationship between the execution 
result time obtained as results of execution of the job and the rate of operation of a 
computer executing the job, an execution time optimal value indicating a period of time 
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required to execute the job at the rate of operation. The Oulu reference teaches an 
application monitoring system which report transactions breakdowns to allow 
administrators to assess the impact specific application components are having on 
overall server and end user performance (Column 10, lines 45-52). It would have been 
obvious at the time of the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains to have modified the cutting machine monitoring 
system of Tadokoro to have allowed the calculation of an optimal value for execution 
time using a relationship between the execution result time obtained as results of 
execution of the job and the rate of operation of a computer executing the job as 
discussed above. The motivation comes from a well-known desire to calculate and 
obtain an optimal value used for a time window to monitor jobs. 

Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tadokoro et al (US 6,463,352) and Oulu et al (US 6,792,460) as applied to claim 4 and 
6 above, and further in view of Yamamoto et al (US 2002/0032839). 

With respect to claim 7, all of the limitations of claims 1-4, and 6 have been 
addressed above. The Tadokoro and Oulu reference references do not teach a job 
status monitoring method according to claim 6, further comprising the steps of: 
correcting information of the date and time using a time difference between a browsing 
location at which the monitored status is browsed and an execution location at which 
the job is executed; and selecting a browsing item using the information corrected in the 
preceding step. The Yamamoto reference teaches a web browser cache mechanism 
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that corrects for time zone differences in time information such as date/time of check of 
browse information. It would have been obvious at the time of the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains to have 
modified the cutting machine monitoring system with the modifications as discussed 
above, further including a correcting means to correct for time zone differences between 
a browsing location and an execution location. The motivation comes from the problem 
of time zone conflicts, where a browsing location and an execution location will not 
always be necessarily be in the same area or country (Oulu, paragraph [0078] lines 24- 
27). A time specified in one part of the world, for example 2PM, is different from another 
part of the world, as being 2AM. Therefore it is necessary to correct for the time- 
difference in order to get the desired results. 

With respect to claim 8, all of the limitations of claims 1-4 and 6-7 have been 
addressed above. The Tadokoro reference does not teach a job status monitoring 
method according to claim 7, further comprising the step of displaying, when an event 
indicating an abnormal termination of the job is received, the monitored status of the job 
also after a point of time indicated by the execution monitoring end date and time of the 
job. The Oulu reference teaches an application monitoring system where transaction 
performance, including transaction fail status, is monitored and stored in a central 
database to be viewed (Column 4, lines 55-67). It would have been obvious at the time 
of the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains to have modified the cutting machine monitor system of 
Tadokoro with the modifications as discussed above, further storing failure or abnormal 
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statuses in the database or current status and past status information corresponding to 
the cutting machines, maintained in DB server 13 in figure 1 (Column 8, lines 57-62). 
The motivation comes from the well-known desirability of keeping track and recalling 
past system failures to diagnose. Not being able to view past failures could lead to more 
problems. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Shaffer et al (US 6,477,374) reference shows a 
telecommunication monitoring system that displays schedule information and setting a 
monitoring start/end time and date. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kwok Wing Lee whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3557. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu, 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Robertson can be reached on (571) 272-4186. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kwok W. Lee 
10/11/2007 
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